100      DECISIVE MOMENTS IN THE HISTORY OF ISLAM

when a torrent of volunteers from Normandy, Acqui-
tania, Burgundy and other Frankish States crossed the
Pyrenees and hastened enthusiastically to succour the
cross and take their share of Muslim spoils. Rome
took this movement under its patronage and Pope
Gregory VII allowed the volunteers to fight in the
name of religion and to govern the conquered lands in
the name of Papacy. And so the Papacy tinted with
the hue of religion every war waged by Christendom
against Islam*

But worldly ambition and material profit lurked
behind this religious spirit which the leaders kindled
in the bosoms of the troops and the populace. Thus
we see some of the leading adventurers of Christian
knights, such as Cid El Campeador,1 fighting succes-
sively by the side of the Christians and Muslims alike
and, when victorious, contented with the spoils taken
from the conquered lands and with the tribute paid by
the Muslims; we see them even adopting the habits
and social traditions of the conquered nation. All
classes of Christian Spain profited by the lands taken
from Muslim Spain. The nobles gained new feudal
possessions* The middle classes hurried to the new
cities to exchange the poverty of their old homes
against wealth and prosperity; common people and
peasants hurried to the beautiful valleys and blooming
fields of Andalusia to escape the barrenness and
poverty of the North.

These factors which kindled the fire of continued
struggle between Islam and Christendom are the very
same which oriented the idea of the Crusade towards
the East. As the Muslim outburst in the ,days of
Almoravides and Almphades threatened to overrun
Christian Spain, and inspired the northern nations
with enthusiasm, likewise the Muslim outburst in the